
St. Leonard’s, Heston, Middlesex 

 

Introduction to this Church and Layouts document 

This short document contains some information on St. Leonard’s Church history, the survey 
of monumental inscriptions that was carried out in 2014, and in particular layouts which can 
help the reader to locate a particular memorial should that be of interest.    

To locate St. Leonard’s it is recommended to access the church’s own website at 
www.parishofheston.co.uk/home.  This write-up continues with a brief history of the church 
and its churchyard, and a short section on the survey itself.  It is then followed by a recent 
photograph of the church, and by a set of layouts which will enable the reader to find the 
actual location of any memorial using the reference number assigned to each inscription. 

 

Church History 

The following description is mostly taken from British History Online.  There has been a church at 
Heston since the time of the Norman Conquest.  It was originally part of the Manor of Isleworth until 
a separate manor was established in the 13th century.  In 1865 Heston church consisted of an aisled 
nave, chancel, north and south chapels, west tower, west and south porches, and a north porch then 
used as a vestry.  There was apparently a Norman arch in the chancel and other parts of the building 
dating from the 13th century, but most of it seems to have been of the late 15th century.  In 1865 
the building was in bad repair and was considered too small, while the lowness of the chancel arch 
was said to impede the voice during communion services.  The chancel arch was also partly blocked 
by a three-decker pulpit, while high pews stretched through the arch into the chancel.  In spite of 
protests from outside the parish the church was therefore rebuilt, apart from the tower, to the 
designs of Thomas Bellamy.  It is built of ragstone, mainly in the Decorated style and on the same 
general plan as the old church except for an additional north aisle.  Efforts were evidently made to 
perpetuate some of the original features, including the separate gabled roofs of the chancel and 
chapels at the east end.  The arcade dividing the two north aisles appears to incorporate some 
original late-13th-century stonework.  The late-15th-century west porch, which is built of timber on 
a stone base, was also apparently reconstructed from the original materials.  The tower is square 
and four-storied with an embattled parapet.  The west door and the stoup beside it, like the tower, 
are of the 15th century.  The lych-gate is a 19th-century reconstruction from materials of the 15th or 
early 16th century.   

 

The Churchyard and Memorials 

The churchyard is very extensive, and reputed to be the largest churchyard in the country.  It has 
grown to be the size it is by a series of extensions.  For the purposes of presentation in this 
document the churchyard has been split into sections labelled from ‘A’ to ‘R’, using the available 
paths as section boundaries.  See the Overview Layout for the location of each section.  Within this 
scheme the labelling of the sections runs from the original older sections through to the more recent 
extensions. 



The original churchyard, known as the ‘Old Ground’, consists of a normal-sized churchyard which 
surrounds the church.  The area is shaded in on the Overview Layout.   The first extension was by the 
purchase of the land forming the remainder of Sections E and F in 1861.  The next extension was the 
areas labelled Section G, H, I and J, purchased in 1876;  then came the main eastwards expansion to 
the areas labelled Section K, L, M, N and O, purchased in 1904; and the final extension was to the 
north-west to the areas labelled Section P, Q and R, purchased in 1939. 

The area now set aside as the Garden of Remembrance was created as such in about 1950, and 
required moving a number of memorials from the area.  29 of the headstones were built in to the 
stone wall which surrounds the Garden of Remembrance.  Some are now impossible to read, but 
most have survived well, and are duly included here in Section A.  Section B, to the south of the 
church, used to extend a bit further south west than is the case today (see the Layout Overview),  
and the headstones which had to be moved are now lined up against the southern wall of the 
churchyard in that section.  

The oldest memorial within the church is a floor slab, CH71, to the memory of Thomas Bownell who 
died in 1570.  From the churchyard the oldest memorial is a flat stone, B8, to the memory of Daniel 
Cole who died in 1685.  This survey includes all memorials associated with St. Leonard’s, numbering 
87 from the church itself, 4467 gravestones in the churchyard, and a further 783 cremation stones or 
other memorials in the Garden of Remembrance. 

 

Referencing 

Wherever possible the graves have been given their proper ‘grave reference’.  Graves from the ‘Old 
Ground’ areas do not have a proper reference, but all graves from the newer areas have been 
assigned burial plot references according to a grid numbering system.  The numbering does have its 
quirks, in that having used up all the row numbers a to z, new rows were then numbered aa to zz, 
and when yet further rows had to be added, the rows were called 1br, 2br etc, and this process was 
repeated at both the east end of the churchyard, and to the west end, so some rows like 1br, 2br 
actually occur twice.  The ‘br’ is assumed to be short for ‘back row’, as first one, then another ‘back 
row’ was filled with burial plots.  The duplication of grave references does not cause any confusion in 
this document as each reference is here prefixed with the Section label (CH for Church, and then A 
to R for the remaining sections).  The column numbering of the graves also had its problems, and we 
find column ‘0’ added just before column ‘1’, and then column ‘00’ added just before column ‘0’. 

Some rows in the churchyard, near the paths, have been given special names.  The graves on either 
side of the main north-south path called The Long Walk were also labelled ‘lw’ for Long Walk.  In 
similar manner the graves on the west side of May Tree Walk, in Section H, were labelled ‘mtw’, and 
in the same section, the next row in, the graves were labelled ‘sr’, which stands for Soldiers Row.  A 
bit further to the north, the continuation of May Tree Walk was also the western border of the 
churchyard when burials were being made there, and the eastern row of sections Q and R is actually 
labelled ‘wb’ standing for Western Border.  

While the layout of all the new sections follows the grid numbering system, there are a few cases 
where graves have been found ‘out of position’, usually just by one grave plot.  It is assumed that 
this has occurred as a result of additional burials in the plot, for which it is necessary to move the 
memorial to one side before completing the second burial.  It appears that the memorial has not 
always been moved back to its proper location.  These cases have been assigned their original grave 
reference, but are shown on the layouts as they were found in 2014. 



While for the most part the graves follow the grid layout in a regular way, there are parts of the 
churchyard were the rows and columns do not line up as one would expect.  Section K includes an 
example of this, where uneven spacing has led to the addition of two ‘extra’ columns, which were 
called columns ‘9a’ and ‘9b’.  Perhaps as the converse of the above, in Section P it may be noted that 
there are rows uu and ww, but there is no row vv. 

Within the Garden of Remembrance the Cremation stones are also laid out according to their own 
numbered grid.   

 

Notes to the Inscriptions 

The main objective of this document is simply to record the actual inscriptions on the gravestones, 
and to provide a surname index to enable fast access to the gravestones for a given surname.  
However, in some cases the memorial refers just to the loved one’s nickname, such as ‘Jimmy’, 
without providing their full name or surname, or there may be no mention of the date of death.  
Where possible these extra details have been obtained, usually from the Grave or Burial Registers, 
and have been added to the memorial inscription record by way of a note. 

This survey of the gravestones at Heston is not the first undertaken by the Society.  The first survey 
was undertaken in 1981.  It is not certain whether all graves were examined, but the significant 
majority were.  However, the typed pages were never put together as a finished document, so 
remained as a work-in-progress.  The project was revisited by Society members, led by Mrs. Wendy 
Mott, in 1992, during which time the typed pages were reviewed for completeness, and various 
corrections were made, but again, likely due to the sheer scale of the project, the work was never 
completed as a finished document.  However, the typed and corrected pages were preserved, and 
have formed the core for this final work to produce the required document.  In particular, the 
previous work undertaken some 30 years ago has provided some gravestone readings that are 
simply not possible as of 2014.  Mostly this has been a word here or there, but in a few cases it 
amounts to a complete reliance on the earlier reading of the gravestone.  Where this has occurred a 
note has been provided to the effect. 

This is not by any means the only document providing detail of the gravestones at Heston.  Local 
historian Lynda Hardy has produced several books relating to the memorials.  In particular she has 
included digitally enhanced photos of particular gravestones, and has provided considerable 
additional detail on the lives of the individuals named on the stones.  Lynda has particularly focussed 
on the many soldiers who are buried at Heston, but not exclusively so.  Titles of the relevant books 
by Lynda Hardy, which should be available by contacting Heston Parish Office (see website) are:  

‘Heston Histories:  The Vanishing Graves of St. Leonard’s Churchyard’. 

‘The Military Graves of St. Leonard’s, Heston – Volume I.  Victorian & Georgian Military Graves’. 

‘The Military Graves of St. Leonard’s, Heston – Volume II.  The Great Wars’. 

‘The Military Graves of St. Leonard’s, Heston – Volume III.  The War Memorial’. 

‘The Military Graves of St. Leonard’s, Heston – Volume IV.  Casualties and Veterans’. 
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LAYOUT  OF  THE  MEMORIALS 

Summary view 

 

 

  



The church (prefix CH) 

 



The Garden of Remembrance (prefix A) - Graves and some buried ashes 

 

 
 

 

  



The Garden of Remembrance (prefix A) – main area for buried ashes 
 

 
 



The Garden of Remembrance (prefix A) – plaques and benches 
 

 
  



Section B (Old Ground) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Section C (Old Ground) 

 
 
  



Section D (Embankment) 

 
 
  



Section E 

 
  



Section F 

 
  



Section G 

 
  



Section H 

 
 
 
  



Section I (Northern Border) 

 
 
Section J 
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Section M 

 
  



Section N 

 



Section O 

 
  



Section P 
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Section R 

 


